The complexity of the socioeconomic field is also manifested in the existence of both social and economic (business) standards (Ariely 2009). The development of civilization is the reason why social norms are gradually being replaced by market standards. Scientific grounds alone cannot determine which standards should be considered as appropriate. Market standards (equivalent exchange) can exist alongside social norms (customary ones). However, practical experience shows that the economic development of societies is associated with the replacement of certain social norms by market standards. Everything can become even more complicated if political and religious concepts are taken into account in the discussion. In the background of these considerations, one can see that the concept of fair trade is part of both social as well as economic trends. It results from an idea that originated from a critical look at the existing solutions in international trade. In an analysis of the determinants of fair trade, one factor that certainly must be considered is the economic history of the world, including the colonial period. For centuries, a number of well-developed European countries benefited from the exploitation of their colonies. Perhaps it was in this period and under the then-existing conditions that the idea of fair trade arose, resulting from the criticism of solutions based on one-sided unilateral benefits.
Fair Trade-A Socially Responsible Activity or Simple PR?
The above considerations provide the background to a critical look at the concept of fair trade. It appeared at the end of the 20th century as a concept associated with the social sphere, rather than the economic one. However, fair trade is linked to the areas of trade, manufacturing, distribution and the market, and introduces social terminology into these economic ideas. Much as trade is clearly related to the economy, the term "fair" can be defined in an extensive, fuzzy way. How then should the concept of fair trade be interpreted? What are the objective criteria that make it possible to distinguish "fair" trade from "unfair" trade? By formulating the concept of fair trade, we simultaneously imply that there is a form of trade that is not fair. The use of the term "fair trade" in economic sciences can be criticized because of the application of a value judgment (fair). Introducing value judgments into economic, market considerations can lead to a lot of confusion and ambiguity. A good example of such ambivalence is the use of terms such as "health food store" (offering organic, dietary, and gluten-free products) or "genuine bread" (bread without improvers) in Poland some time ago. Currently, the expression "health food store" can no longer be used as it suggests that the food sold
